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TAGS: MARR, SP, US 

SUBJ: SPANISH BASE NEGOTIATIONS - SPANISH PRESS TREATMENT 
OF OCT 15-17 TALKS 

SUMMARY: IN CONTRAST TO EARLIER PEREORMANCE, APPARENTLY NO 
ELEMENT OF THE GOS HAS YET GIVEN THE SPANISH PRESS ANYTHING OF 
SUBSTANCE TO CHEW ON WITH RESPECT TO THE OCT 15-17 MCCLOSKEY 
VISIT. END SUMMARY. 

1. SPANISH GOVT HAS APPARENTLY ISSUED ONLY ONE OFFICIAL STATEMENT 
REGARDING THESE BASE NEGOTIATIONS, THAT FROM THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY OCT 16 WHICH SAID SIMPLY THAT THE TALKS WERE 
CONTINUING. EUROPA PRESS SERVICE PRODUCED A STORY ON OCT 18 TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MADRID 07316 230905Z 

EFFECT THAT THE TALKS WERE IN A VERY ADVANCED STATE BUT THAT AN 
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ADDITIONAL TWO TO THREE MONTHS WOULD PROBABLY BE REQUIRED FOR 
COMPLETION. THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT'S WIRE SERVICE (PYRESA) 

REPORTS THERE IS NO INDICATION WHEN A NEXT MEETING OF THE WORKING 
GROUPS MIGHT TAKE PLACE OR WHETHER IT WILL BE IN MADRID OR 
WASHINGTON. 

2. US SOURCES ARE RELIED ON FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING THE 
SUBSTANTIVE CONTENT OF THE PROSPECTIVE AGREEMENT, NOTABLY A 
BENJAMIN WELLS STORY PURPORTEDLY CARRIED IN OCT IS'S CHRISTIAN 
SCIENCE MONITOR. A PYRESA STORY OF OCT 16 CONTAINED A DIRECT 
QUOTE ATTRIBUTED TO A MEMBER OF THE US WORKING GROUPS TO THE 
EEFECT THAT THE NEW AGREEMENT WOULD BE SATISFACTORY FOR BOTH 
COUNTRIES, NOT JUST ONE, AND WOULD BE READY FOR SIGNATURE IN 
APPROXIMATELY ONE AND A HALF MONTHS. ATTRIBUTED TO "THE SAME 
SOURCES " (SIC) WAS THE INFORMATION THAT THE NEW AGREEMENT WOULD 
BE MORE THAN AN EXECUTIVE AGREEMENT, WOULD BE FOR 5 YEARS, AND 
WOULD INVOLVE MILITARY ASSISTANCE SOMEWHERE BETWEEN $500 MILLION 
AND $I BILLION. 

3. EXCEPT FOR ONE COLUMNIST'S SUGGESTION OF AN IMPLICIT TIE 
BETWEEN THE BASE NEGOTIATIONS AND SPANISH PROBLEMS WITH MOROCCO 
OVER THE SPANISH SAHARA, THERE HAS BEEN NO VERY RECENT COMMENT ON 
THE STATE NEGOTIATIONS. THIS IS NOT TO SAY THAT THE OPPOSITION- 
ORIENTED PRESS (PRIMARILY MAGAZINES) IS NOT CONTINUING TO 

PUBLISH GENERALLY UNFAVORABLE COMMENT ON OUR BASE ARRANGEMENTS 
WITH SPAIN. 

STABLER 
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